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The Book Shelf Audit
Not 'do I love this'. You love books. Ask what job each one is doing.

One shelf at a time, off the wall, dusted, refilled deliberately. Twenty minutes and a visible result.

THE FIVE CATEGORIES

Will read (be honest about the size of this pile)

Have read and will genuinely reread

Reference: cookbooks, manuals, guides

Beautiful objects, kept for the edition

Identity books. This is where the space is

RULES THAT MAKE IT EASIER

A physical limit: these shelves ARE the library

No double stacking. Books behind books are lost

Textbooks go. Editions change, it is online, they are
heavy

The library exists. Borrowable in a week means not
owned

WHERE THEY SHOULD GO

Little Free Library, school, nursery, care home

Specialist dealer for anything collectable

Buy-nothing group, where somebody chooses them

NOT a charity shop by default. They are flooded

NOTES

Full guide at curatedcatastrophe.com/decluttering-books Free to print and share. Please do not resell.


